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Advisory Opinion from December 15,200g

The commission considered thl fa3! that were provided regarding payment to a memberof the county Housing Authority Board of commissionirs fo, 
"orrriritid-#t for the HousingAuthority and whether there was a potential conflict of interest in these circumstances under theCounty Public Ethics Laws.

The commission determined that there would be an actual violation of the county public EthicsLaw' specifically $s-1 LA(2) (a),in this board member "being employed by...an entity that issubject to the authority of that official or employee or of the governmental unit with which theofficial or employee is affiliated. Similarly, itrog acts present an actual conflict of interestunder $8-1 1'A(2Xb), in that the individuaiwould ue "aJing business . . . with the governmentalunit with which the official . . . is affiliated.,,

The commission further determined that there would be an appearance of a conflict of interestunder $8-11 'A(7), in that an.info-rmed person could reasonably infer that the chairman of theHousing Authority commission Board woul! be'trsing the prestige of [his] office, or
::lli,tX"lr'l?#?3:fr.TXlf: in [his] ornciar 

'ouniv fo,itionito ortuin the contract ror paid

The request further implies a question whether there might be an exemption that could be appliedby the Ethics commisiion to ajlow such an arangement. The commission reviewed the factorsin $8-15 and determined that the three statutory conditions for granting an exemption do notapply under these circumstances.
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