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Advisory Opinion from May 16, 2011

The Commission considered the facts that you provided regarding a Factory trip a county
employee had been invited to attend and any potential conflict that might exist pursuant to the
County Public Ethics Law.

The Commission issued a prior decision in 2008 with similar facts and circumstances,
Opinion #8-16. The Commission was unable to determine from the information that was
provided if the invitation was to the employee individually or to the County. The Commission
determined that if the invitation was to the County government, there would not be a violation of
the County Public Ethics Law, because there is no gift violation under any subsection of § 8- 12.
The County Administrator could accept the invitation on behalf of the County, and designate a
representative to attend and to represent the County. However, if the invitation was directly to
the employee, then there is a violation of §8-12 (C) (2), as the trip would be in excess of $20.00
in value.
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